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in Calcutta, to the Publiſher. 


Calcutta, 8th Sept, 1787. 
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? 1 Dear SIR, | 
„THIS letter has been writ- 
ten in a great hurry » but, if you 


« think it worth publiſhing, I de- 


« fire it may be printed correctly, 


« without communication with any 


— 
— 


— 


ce one perſon, or admittin g the leaſt 


B 4 altera- 


S 


[%] 


cc alteration; and under the title of 


« 4 Letter from Bengal, received by 


& the Ravenſworth packet,” 


8 | 

N. B. The original letter is in the hands of the 

= publiſher, and may be ſeen by any gentleman wha 
has curioſity to inſpect the manuſcript. = 


\ 
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Dear SIR, 


8 NG, you know, is 
againſt law; yet 1 have 
ventured to wager one thouſand 
Gold Mohurs, * that, notwith- 
. ſtanding the malice of Mr. FRaNc1s 
in pointing out the miſtaken 
zeal of Mr. BURKE in collecting 
. the Indian Vocabuluy. 
ATR. , a 


11 


matter of charge from the Com- 
pany's records, the tragical paſſion, 


ſtirring and ſtage-trick eloquence of 


Mr. SHERIDAN, in deſcribing the 
ſuppoſed high crimes and miſde- 


22 „% 2 —— 


meanours of Mr. HasTiNGs, yet 
that great and much-inj ured Gen- 
tleman will be honourably acquitted 
in the Houle of Lu 


4 


At the bar of that awful tribu- 
; nal, the dernier reſort. of honor in 


the Britiſh conſtitution, a perſon in 


Mr. HasTiNGs's ſituation may ex- 
pect impartial juftice: if not, adieu 


X to all hope of future exeftion of 


LES 
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bo * 
— 


great abilities in the cauſe of our 
country, where the honor of the 

flag, nay, the ſalvation of the em- 
L pire, may chance again to depend 


on prompt deciſſon, accompanied 
by ſuch dangerous reſponſibility. 
But iffhe has long ſince been joined, 
and before this can reach you, a 


deciſion may have taken place, pro- 
ductive of diſhonor to an amiable 
individnal, and the firſt political 
2 officer the Britiſn nation has to 
boaſt, and hand down to poſterity 
one more inſtance of the pernicious 


inffuence of party rage in popular 
governments. by OY 


How 


1 

How very different are our ſen- 
ments in Bengal, of the real cha- | 
rafter of Mr. HasTiNGs,; when 
compared to the general opinion 
formed of it in England, from 
hearing and reading that extraordi- 
nary compoſition of delufive elo- 
quence, prepared, ſtudied, and de- 0 
livered with every art of dramatic 
action, by Mr. SHERIDAN, in the 
_ Houſe of Commons,—We here i 
are apt to look back to our ſitu- 
ation in | the middle of the late ex- 
tenſive and deſtructive war, and to 
contemplate Mr. HASTINGS in his 


nominal character of Governor- 


General 
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General of the Britiſh poſſeſſions in 
India; for he had to contend with 
a powerful majority in his on 
Council, who thwarted all his mea 
ſures.—Iii vain he appealed to Eu- 


his ruin. We cannot forget our 
apprehenſions, from the conſe- 
quences of the combination of pow- 
erful enemies, at that time formed 
on the continent of India, for the 
deſtruction of the Britiſh power in 


rope for better ſupport; the Natio- | 
nat councils were as much embar- 
raſſed as his own, and by the very 
men who have ſince coaleſced with 
Bis Aſiatic opponents to bring about ; 
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1 
Aſia. The well-known wit abi- 


lities and reſources of the great 
mind of Mr. H ASTINGS was at that 


from the exertions of Sur rl, 


an 


period the only glimpſe of hope we 
had to lean on, and he had to 
ſtruggle, with an empty treaſury 7 
and ruined credit, againſt the whole 
power of the Mahrattas, and of 
Hyder Ally Cawn, the infinuating 
policy of the French, agitated by 
the pleaſing idea of revenge, and 
the phlegmatic malice of the Dutch, 
ſuſtained by a land army of Eu- 
ropeans in good force, and a fleet | 
deſtructive to our whole commerce, 


"L 41 J 
an able and enterpriſing ſea officer, 
ſo eager in the purſuit of the de- 
ſtruction of the enemies of his 
country, as wantonly to forfeit his 
individual pretenſions not only to 


Chriſtian charity, but to common 


Overwhelmed as Great-Britain 
then was, by having the whole ci- 
vilized world in arms againſt her, 
to the exception of a few nations, 
"whoſe cold, indifferent, and in ſome 
inſtances menacing neutrality, ba- 
niſhed all expectation of aſſiſtance 
at home and abroad how gloomy, 

| C 5 how 


how - diſtrefling our ſituation at 
Bengal, none can know but thoſe 
who were on the ſpot; yet this 
perſecuted man, Mr. HASTINGS. 
| ſhrunk not from bis charge, or 
- for a moment deſpaired of the com- 
mon. cauſe. We follow him, in 
| grateful contemplation, to the con- : 
- duſion'of the Peace j and even now 
review, with aſtoniſhment, the 
powers of that mind, which had 
energy ſufficient even to conceive 
the poſſibility of brin ging about a 
general peace on the continent of 
India, without ſacrificing a ſingle 
province or fortreſs, poſſeſſed by 
et i 
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the Company before the War, d 


the common enemy. 


We are apt, in the moments of 
leiſure, to compare the military re- 
turns of the armies in the pay of 
Great- Britain, acting during the 
late war, in Europe, Africa, Ame 
rica, and the Weſt· Indies, with the 
returns made from the different 
garriſons, preſidencies and armies, 
in actual ſervice at the ſame time 
in Aſia, and are not a little ſur- 
prized to find that the rank and 
file, or effective men of the latter, 
at all periods of the war exceed 
C2 thoſe 


ö 


thoſe of the former. We remem- 
ber, it was Lord Nokrn Who di- 
rected the operations of the firſt, 
and Mr. HAs TIN OS thoſe of the laſt; 
nor do we forget the enormous loſſes 
ſuſtained of territory and of honor 
in the European department, and 
the little waſte of either i in the 


Aſiatic. The former increaſed the 
national debt, one hundred and fifty 


millions; the latter left the Com- 


pany about ſeven millions in ar- 


rears,—a ſum not amounting to 
eight months intereſt of your na- 


tional debt, nor to two years receipt 
bf the territorial revenue of the 


Bengal 


a P re. „ n 2 


1 
Bengal provinces only, preſerved by | 
Mr. HasTiNGs's exertions in obe- 
dience to the Britiſh flag. Vet 
Lord NoxTa ftands not only ex- 


empt from perſecution, but joins 

tze cry to tear the unfading honor 9 
from the brows of a man, whoſe e 
talents, and whoſe virtues, he e | 
could not imitate.—We conſider, 


| with no leſs pain than aftoniſh= 
| ment, the violent and vindiftive | 
peſecution of this great preſerver of „„ Ol | 

[ the Britiſh empire in the Eaſt: it | 
» ſeems to, us, tis if the Genius of | 


__ Armiow had run mad, and, in her 
| _ _ phrenzy, ſingled out the only for- 
3 „„ tunate 
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E 6. ] 
tunate Miniſter during the late diſ- 
graceful and humiliating war, as 
worthy to be impeached of High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors, . 
national diſgrace could be hidden 
from poſterity by national ingrati- | 

| tude. „ 


Calm and ſerene, enjoying all 
the comforts of peace, nor appre- 
hending the moſt diſtant interrup- 
tions to our commerce, or to our 
repoſe, from any power on the 
continent of India, whilſt our rulers 
ſhall remain content with our pre- 
ſent poſſeſſions, we ſhould. be baſe, 

; even 


# 
j 
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even beyond your example, not to 
feel commiſeration for the indig- 
nities, and injuries heaped on the 
grey head of that man, whoſe mag- 


nanimity of ſoul procured us that 


peace, and that proſpect of future 
happineſs. 


Converſing with the natives, 
there is no mode of expreſſion in 
our language which they can be 
made to underſtand, nor in their 
own, which we have power to ex- 
preſs or they to conceive, that can 

explain to them the cauſe of the 


preſent oppreſſion and diſgraceful. 
TRIS ſituation 


8.7 
ſituation of Mr. Has TIN GS. They 
ſolve dit, in their way: „He 


“ muſt, (fay they) by ſome cri- 


ce minal action unknown to us, 
© have offended God's vicegerent 
«on earth,—the great King 


« GEORGE. He, as well as we, 


66 are but his- Majeſty's poor flaves, 
« —whoſe will is the law, to 


e“ which we mut EK the neck 


(cc and ſubmit.” 


/ 


* 


There is one circumſtance in 


which all parties, and I believe all 
nations, who know the man, agree; 


that is, in the unſpotted character 


en | | 5 of. 


* 
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of Lord CORNWALLIS. This No- 
bleman is in the peculiar ſituation 
of having little more to obtain in 
this life, and every thing to loſe, 
He may be created a Duke, and 


gain two ſteps in advance of 
rank ; but his meaſure of honor 1s 
| already ſo brim-full, that ; Royal 


. gratitude can but make it overflow, 


We have him then by the ſtrongeſt 
of all human ties, ſelf-preſervation ; 
in him, virtue itſelf may illuſtrate, 
though not encreaſe, the dignity of 
his character; but the leaſt devia- 
tion from the ſtrait line of rectitude 


would wither all his bays, and 
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ſully the luſtre of his name to all 
eternity. 


At the moment Iam now writingy 
Lord CORNWALLIS- is on his * 
from Benares to Allahabad, t | 

: Lucknow, to Furruckabad, to Cava 2 
pore, and other ſtations, | The pro: 
vinces of Benares, of Oude, and of 
Rohilcund, will be crofſed by him, 
in more directions than one. 1 
know not what his Lordſhip's - 
aſtruQtions may be from home, 
or whether he has been ordered 
to _ enquire after, or to inveſti; * 
| gary the truth of the heavy charges 

pfought 


E r 1 
brought forward againſt Mr. HAsr- | 
INds, on the ſubject of the Begums; 
of CHETT SING, and of other princes 
and great men, ſaid to have been 
oppreſſed and ruined by him; but 
| this 1 know, that the Begums are 
now alive, ' contented and happy: 
His Lordſhip neither can, nor will, 
ſhut his ears againſt the cries of 
oppreſſion, or his eyes againſt the 

horrid waſte and deſolation of a 
; f country he is paſſing over and 
which is deſcribed as depopulated 
by the moſt violent acts of tyrannic 
| cruelty if he ſhall find cauſe to 
believe the. charges true, but in a | 
IF, D 2 _ - certain 


as; 7 

certain \degree—in him, filence 
would be a ſpecies of treaſon j— 
if falſe, his honor, his humanity, 


will not permit an innocent man to 
ſuffer unjuſtly, and be filent.— 
Truth and Juſtice may. arrive too 
late to ſave an honeſt man's life, 
but his honor 3s at all times worth 
retrieving. 


I am not in a ſphere of life likely 
to be made acquainted with Lord 
CORNWALL s's private ſentiments 
on the above ſubjects ;. but if, by 
chance, I ever ſhould come to know 
them, they will have more weight 


E . nth 


4 a 
with me than fifty -votes of your 
Houſe of Commons. 


The language of the heart doth 
very ſeldom attend the moſt capti- 
vating _ elocution in the Houſe of 
Commons. Heaven ' forbid, that 
the ſon of CHATHAM ſhould ſtoop 
to the baſe Plebeian paſſion of Envy! 
or that fear, or low jealouſ: OY of the 
eminent talents and local know- 
ledge in Aſiatic politics. ſhould, 
in Mr. HASTINGS, raiſe him up a 
| competitor for power at the Board 
of Controul ! — Such grovelling 
ideas may operate on the cold ſuſ- 
picious mind of the Northern 
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man mind. It is not vockble, at 
this diſtance, for us to form any 
idea of * real opinion of Mr. 
HASTINGS 8 


| 


| 
| * 
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HaASTINGS's chatter but this 18 


certain, he has moſt wantonly 


weakened, in this country, the . 
good opinion. we- had of Bis own; 


by—giving up to the rage of his 


enemies a man, to whom his ſove- 
reign, GEORGE the Third, owes his | 
having at this moment any domi- 
nion at all in this part of the world, 
and he himſelf the patronage which 


ſupports him in office. 


J remain, 


*. 


Dear 81 Ry 


{mn moſt obedient 


humble ſervant, | 
Calcu 
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This Day i Is publBſied, bfoml STOCKDALE, 14 
Piccadilly, * .12 
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„ Ofnaghented with an elegant Engravin , reptatincia 
A View of the North Point of — Prrncs * 
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ing it“ | | e 
TAKEN ON THE SPOT, | | 
By ELIS HA TRAA U b. Es. 
CAPTAIN IN THE ENGINEER CORPS ON THE MADRAS 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


ALSO A CHART, INCLUDING THE PLAN. or THE | 
ISLAND. 
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